as Chair of the UK Department of Chemistry was followed by an appointment as Associate Dean for Research in the Graduate School. He received the Kentucky Academy of Science Distinguished Scientist Award in 1982 and the American Chemical Society's Award for Nuclear Chemistry (now the Seaborg Award) in 1996. In the same year, the American Nuclear Society created the W. D. Ehmann Award in his name, for which he was the first recipient.
Beyond his remarkable career as a scientist, which is recounted in his personal narrative, ''From a rock to a hard place: Journeys of a radiochemist through inner and outer space'' (Journal of Radioanalytical and Nuclear Chemistry, 219 (1997) 157), Bill loved the outdoors and was an avid hiker, fisherman, and rock-hound. He and Nancy (now deceased) traveled the world, visiting dozens of countries. The family's fondest memories are of the annual fishing and camping trips to the remote lake country of northern Wisconsin, where his ancestors first settled from Germany. Bill is survived by sons Bill (wife Susan), John, and Jim (wife Muthoni), daughter Kathleen (husband Steve) and grandchildren George and Alex.
